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off, by the attention given to the rebellion, and so the longer
continuance of this parliament is "become particularly neces-
sary ; and when we all may observe, if we please, that though
the rebellion be in great measure quelled, yet the spirit of
it is so far from being laid asleep, that it walks about ^still,
even at noon day, in defiance of all authority; and with a
stubbornness never to be reduced to a settled despair, with-
out some such method as is now talked of.

These particulars, I say, are so many undeniable argu-
ments for an alteration of the term of years fixed in the act,
unless it shall appear that the objections against doing it are
of more weight and importance. Thole which I have been
able to hear of, together with such as you tell me are most
talked of in the country, we will now just run over.

The most general objection (and that which seems in
reality to lie at the bottom of the rest) is, that this step will
be so unpopular among the electors, and raise such a clamour
all over the nation, as must for ever sink the interest of
those who have any share in promoting it. To this I answer,
that it will wholly depend on the parliament itself, to render
this proceeding popular, or unpopular, by the right or wrong
use they shall make of the prolongation thereby accruing to
themselves.   If their after behaviour should be such, as to
show they had no wiser nor more generous view in making
this alteration, than merely to save themselves the hazard,
trouble, and expense of a new election, they must, no doubt,
be content to reap the rewards of their selfishness, by forfeit-
ing all title to the future good-will of their electors.   But if
their zeal and industry for promoting the ease and safety of
the nation shall appear to rise in proportion to the time
allowed them for accomplishing the great work they have
begun, the end will sufficiently commend the means; and the
advantages arising to the whole kingdom from this change will
easily reconcile it to all such, with whom a good man ought ever
to wish to maintain the character of populaiily. It will cer-
tainly be in the power of those who most apprehend the odium
and unpopularity of this action, to secure it from all possible
misrepresentations, by making use of the power it will bring
with it, to just and wise purposes; to ease the debts, to per-
fect the tranquillity, and to perpetuate the peace of the na-
tion. ^ B/aisingj money by taxes upon land, windows, soap, or
anything else, is always unpopular, and always raises clamours